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The Texas State Travel Guide  
is the State’s premier publication  

encouraging travel to and within Texas. 

n  ��Primary fulfillment publication for Texas Tourism

n  ��Backed by a $24 million marketing budget targeting  

out-of-state domestic and international markets

n  ��Targeted Distribution—by direct request and through  

controlled distribution at high-traffic visitor centers

n  ��Cost efficient—Low CPM

n  ��Stand out from the crowd—advertise your  

destination/hotel/attraction!

2011 Texas State Travel Guide 

Distribution

East North Central 	 117,119

East South Central	 45,606

Middle Atlantic	 89,177

Mountain 	 45,467

New England	 25,360

Pacific	 76,621

South Atlantic	 135,467

West North Central	 1,022

West South Central	 164,597

U.S. Territories	 429

International	 4,966

Travel Information Centers	 175,000

City Literature Program	 18,310

Miscellaneous Distribution	 82,313

Total Distribution	 981,454

T exas  State  Travel 
gu ide

  



  

editorial Profile
Published annually, the Texas State Travel Guide is the State’s primary  

fulfillment publication, mailed to each person requesting Texas visitor information.  

The 2013 edition will highlight publicly accessible sites of scenic, historical, and  

recreational interest. The State of Texas promotes the Guide through a national  

broadcast, print and interactive campaign as well as through the state’s official  

website www.TravelTex.com. Travelers also find the Guide at the 12 Texas Travel 

Information Centers located at entry points throughout the state. 

The Guide is divided into seven tourism regions, with each city and town listed alpha-

betically within a respective region. Regional maps introduce each region, and communities 

are further identified by a grid coordinate corresponding to the Texas Official Travel Map.

invest your advertising $$ to reach  
the most targeted, responsive Audience!

Prairies and Lakes

164
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The region’s almost 47,000 square miles have their northern border at the Red River, which sepa-rates Texas from Oklahoma, and a southern edge more than 350 miles away, just a little south of Cuero. This area has everything, from bustling big cities to quaint small towns, and from fast-moving rides to slow-moving experiences. There’s no doubt you’ll have a great time while you’re here.
If you’re looking for some really big adventures, look no further than the Dallas/Fort Worth metro-plex. Dallas, one of the largest cities in the country, is filled with fantastic attractions such as the 

Dallas Museum of Art, the Dallas Zoo, Fair Park (home to the State Fair of Texas), Deep Ellum entertainment district, the Sixth Floor Museum and much more.
In Fort Worth, get a sense of the true cowboy spirit at the Stockyards National Historic District, the Stockyards Collection & Museum, the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, and Billy Bob’s Texas—the largest honky tonk in the world. You can also immerse yourself in culture at the Amon Carter Museum, Kimbell Art Museum, Bass Perfor  mance Hall and more. There’s plenty of family entertainment, as well, at the Fort Worth Zoo.While Dallas and Fort Worth may be the two largest cities in the region, there are many other cities and attractions in the metro-plex. One of the area’s newest attractions is Cowboys Stadium,  the mega stadium in Arlington that is home to the Dallas Cowboys football team.

To the east are communities such as Commerce, Greenville, Paris and Mount Vernon. There’s so much to see and do here, from exploring historical museums to visiting one of Texas’ outstand-ing state parks and taking in the fantastic 
events happening almost every weekend. 
You’re sure to find a friendly face and a 
fun-filled experience.

Head south to Waco, the heart of the 
Prairies & Lakes region. This city features 
some remarkable sites, including the Dr 
Pepper Museum, Cameron Park Zoo, the 
Texas Ranger Hall of Fame & Museum, 
Texas Sports Hall of Fame and the Waco 
Mammoth Site. Nearby are water recreation opportunities at  Lake Brazos, Lake Whitney and Lake Belton, just to name a few.To the south east lies the Bryan-College Station area, which includes two cities that combine to make a destination for every type of traveler. Attractions on the Texas A&M University  campus, the splendor of the George Bush Presidential Library  

There’s a saying that “everything is bigger  
in Texas.” That’s especially true when talking about the 
Prairies & Lakes, because in this travel region, you’ll find 
that everything is big: big cities, big attractions and big fun! 
In fact, big may not be an adequate description.

and Museum, and the elegance of the Messina Hof Wine Cellars are among the many options that will entertain the entire family. 
Farther south are attractions that offer glimpses into early Texas life in  the communities of Burton, Washington, Bastrop, Lockhart, Seguin, Gonzales, Columbus and others. For the ice cream fanatics in your travel party, don’t miss the chance to sample some of the many delicious creations at Blue Bell Creameries in Brenham, home to world-famous Blue Bell Ice Cream.

So, if you’re ready for a big time in Texas, plot your course and prepare for a big adventure in the Prairies & Lakes region.

For more information about cities 
and attractions in the Prairies and 

Lakes, visit TravelTex.com.
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HIll Country
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This region begins in West Texas in Crockett 

County and stretches east to Austin, the state’s 

capital in Travis County. Mills County is the 

region’s northern point, and Kinney, Medina and 

Uvalde counties make up the southern border. 

Austin, the jewel of the region, is host to 

many outstanding attractions and points of 

interest. History buffs can sate their desire for 

knowledge at places such as the granite dome 

of the State Capitol building (taller than our 

nation’s capitol), the Lyndon B. Johnson Library 

and Museum, or the Bob Bullock Texas State 

History Museum. While you’re here, don’t miss 

the University of Texas at Austin 

campus (one of the largest in the 

country) and Zilker Park, with its 

famous spring-fed Barton Springs 

pool. Do a little browsing at the 

eclectic shops found along South 

Congress Avenue.

There is no shortage of shop-

ping. From outlet malls in San 

Marcos to antique shops in cities 

such as Burnet, Wimberley and 

Dripping Springs, the options are 

endless. 

If water sports are more to your 

liking, you’ll find plenty of oppor-

tunities here. There are almost two 

dozen magnificent state parks here, 

most of which are along lakes or 

rivers. So, if you like to fish, swim, 

waterski, pitch a tent and camp near a 

lake or river, you’re definitely in the right region.

But, there’s much more, beginning with 

the exciting Schlitterbahn water park in New 

Braunfels. Alongside the spring-fed Comal 

River, Schlitterbahn features water rides galore 

and activities for the whole family. It is fre-

quently named the top water park in the world. 

There also is the Lyndon B. Johnson National 

Historical Park in Stonewall, which features 

the reconstructed childhood home and final 

resting place of the presi dent. Down the road 

in Fredericksburg, you’ll find the National 

Museum of the Pacific War, which tells the 

story of Admiral Chester Nimitz and features 

displays and exhibits detailing the American 

and Japanese battles in the Pacific Ocean during 

World War II.

The region also is filled with heritage and  

historical museums, amazing underground caverns, 

historic structures providing a glimpse into the 

lives of early Texas settlers, wineries offering tours 

of their vineyards and wine-making facilities, 

wildflower and nature attractions, dude ranches 

that allow guests to relax or have a true cowboy 

experience, and plenty of venues to enjoy some 

quintessential Hill Country cuisine and music.

Be sure to thoroughly read through each 

city’s listing within the Hill Country region to 

learn about the wide array of destinations that 

await you. Enjoy the heart of Texas and have  

a great time in the Hill Country!

Welcome to the heart of the Lone Star State 

—the Hill Country region. Here, you’re not only in the mid-

dle of Texas, but you’re also at the center of everything 

the state has to offer. You’ll find beauty all around you. 

The Hill Country is home to rolling hills that dominate the 

region, a breathtaking display of wildflowers along road-

sides in spring time and year-round lush green landscapes. Plenty of splendid lakes 

and rivers also beckon you to take a dip or cast your line.
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For more information about cities 

and attractions in the Hill Country, 

visit TravelTex.com.
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DEMOGRAPHICS:  

VISITOR PROFILE
■	 Overall visitation continues to grow,  

up 7.3% in 2009/2010

■	 70% (144 million) of total travel to  
Texas is leisure

	 —�The average number of leisure trips  
in Texas by residents: 3.4

	 —�The average number of leisure trips  
in Texas by non-residents: 2.3

■	 Texas average party spending per trip  
is $1,193 during 2010/2011

■	 Texas non-resident, overnight leisure  
parties stay an average 3.6 nights

■	 More than 28% of Texas non-resident  
overnight leisure visitors arrive by air

■	 More than 67% of Texas non-resident  
overnight leisure visitors arrive by car

■	 Average household income for  
non-resident leisure travel: $92,506

Texas visitors, average age: 43
18-34	 35%
35-54	 31%

55+	 34%

                              Source:  �DK Shifflet 2011 Performance 
Monitor/2010 Texas Visitor Profile  
(represents 2010 visitation)



TEXAS TOURISM TRAVEL FACTS

•	 Total direct travel spending in Texas was $57.9 billion in 2010.

•	 Visitors who stayed overnight in commercial lodging spent $26.7 billion,  

or 54 percent of all visitor spending in 2010.

•	 Texas residents accounted for more than 55 percent of all visitor spending in  

the state in 2010. International visitors accounted for 7 percent and residents  

of other states accounted for 38 percent.

•	 Travel spending generated an additional $7 billion in local, state and federal 

tax receipts. This is equivalent to $800 in tax revenue for each Texas household. 

(property taxes are not included)

•	 Dining, shopping, entertainment, sightseeing, visiting historic sites, and nightlife 

are the most popular activities.

•	 A survey of both Texans and non-Texas residents list the following top ranked 

attractions for 2010 travel for all travelers:  

The Alamo, Galveston Island, the Hill Country, the State Capitol, San Marcos 

Outlet Mall, Six Flags Over Texas, Sea World of Texas, Fort Worth Zoo, Paseo del 

Rio (San Antonio River Walk), Schlitterbahn, Texas State Fair, Rangers Ballpark in 

Arlington, Six Flags Fiesta Texas, Fort Worth Stockyards, and South Padre Island.

Source: Dean Runyan Associates

For more information contact:  	 AJR Media Group

	 25132 Oakhurst Drive, Suite 201

	 Spring, Texas 77386

	 Phone (800) 383-7677

	 Fax (713) 942-0277

	 TSTG@ajrmediagroup.com


