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Revolutionary Romania, Beguiling Bulgaria

We began our journey in Bucharest, Romania, at

Revolution Square, renamed following the 1989 revo-

lution that overthrew the country’s dictator, Nicolae

Ceaucescu. Looking up at the massive, Soviet-style par-

liamentary buildings he erected that loom over the city,

I found it amazing that individual citizens were brave

enough to speak out for freedom.
This land has been much fought over throughout

history, yet a sense of peace and tranquility was palpa-

ble as we toured the wildlife-rich Danube Delta; traveled

back in time at Bucharest’s visually stunning outdoor

Village Museum; sipped Pinot Gris at Romania’s largest

winery, Murfatlar; and viewed spectacular Roman 

mosaics at the Museum of Natural History and Archae-

ology in the Black Sea port of Constanta.

It was heartening to see the history that’s been pre-

served throughout Eastern Europe. In Bulgaria, Eric

and I were dumbfounded as we walked inside the en-

trance of the stooped, stone 16th-century Nativity

Church in the cobbled hillside village of Arbanasi. As

our eyes adjusted to the dim light, we saw thick-walled,

vaulted rooms, every square inch painted with biblical

scenes—more than 3,000 of them—embellished with

gold-leaf frescoes. A vibrant wheel of life on one wall

depicts life cycles from childhood to old age, with the

oldest falling off the wheel to come face to face with a

white angel and a dark angel.
In the Bulgarian river-port city of Rousse, we en-

joyed two national specialties—lamb and chili-studded

chicken stew—at the eatery Chiflika, where our din-

nertime entertainment was the colorfully translated

English menu—“sheep’s head boneless,” anyone?—

and a wedding, complete with white-swathed bride

and family members dancing a lively line dance to

flutes, bagpipes and drums.
After, we joined throngs of families, boys with arms

flung over each others’ shoulders and girls holding

hands to stroll the tree-shaded promenades of the rib-

bon-like city park, the Danube flowing peacefully

alongside.

Under Serbia’s SpellAs we entered Serbia’s capital, Belgrade, it was im-

possible to miss the heart of the city’s mangled build-

ings, destroyed during the 1999 NATO bombing that

sought to unseat then-president Slobodan Milosevic.

He was finally deposed during huge public demonstra-

tions in October 2000.Our guide, who called himself Sir John because “My

name is too hard to pronounce, so this is what my 

London friends call me,” told us about his personal in-

volvement in history: “Milosevic lost the election, but

for some reason, he didn’t understand. So we decided

to help,” he said. “One million people faced 80,000

police, and no one was killed.”

Horse-drawn wagons trundled slowly through fields

as farmers tossed basketball-size cabbages high onto

growing heaps for sale at roadside stands. Old women

arbed head-to-toe in black tended backyard pigs as

my husband, Eric, and I swerved around a wooden

onkey cart carrying a sun-burnished dad and two

ys. They were scenes that would have looked famil-

in Roman times.Eastern Europe is an enigmatic place of traditional

ges caught in time, yet it’s also a place of renewed

r, with modern wind turbines sprouting on barren

s and bustling cities rising after sobering late-

century struggles. In Romania, we learned that

of today’s rural dwellers own a car as well as a

and cart; nearly everyone—even kids as young 

has a cell phone; and Bill Gates opened a tech

t center in Bucharest.preconceptions we may have had were swiftly

traveled east to west, from Europe’s

reserved delta—in Romania, where

nube fingers the Black Sea—through
Croatia and Hungary to the grand
hile Hapsburg Empire in Vienna.
I was repeatedly struck by the
erance of the people, who shrug 
f the past and look to the future,
peace, from poverty to prosperity.
ore our eyes like a sepia-toned
the sobering lessons of war and

Eastern Europe has emerged from hard times and 

welcomes visitors to experience its treasures.
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Music greets visitors to Romania’s pres
Vineyard (above) near Constanta, while
in views of more than 50 authentic build
representative of the country’s history at
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Provincial
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A Canadian motorcoach tour glories in the contrast of 
cosmopolitan cities and unmatched outdoor attractions.

Cruises draw our 
readers at a rate 
TWICE the national
average.

When they travel,
almost 70 PERCENT 
of our readers stay 
at a hotel.



Indiana: London; Chicago’s Architecture
with JW Marriott and Chicago Architec-
ture Foundation; New Mexico’s Santa Fe
School of Cooking; Closer Look: Inde-
pendence, Mo.’s, Truman Presidential
Library; Touring New York with New
Technology

Minneapolis: London; Chicago’s Archi -
tecture with JW Marriott and Chicago Ar-
chitecture Foundation; Closer Look:
Independence, Mo.’s, Truman Presiden-
tial Library; Touring New York with New
Technology; AAA Traveler: Minnesota
Mappies

Ohio/Columbus: London; Waterfalls of
the Hocking Hills; AAA Celebrity Travel
Series; Mexican and Caribbean All-In-
clusives

Oklahoma: London; Chicago’s Architec-
ture with JW Marriott and Chicago Archi-
tecture Foundation; New Mexico’s Santa
Fe School of Cooking; Closer Look: Inde-
pendence, Mo.’s, Truman Presidential Li-
brary; CBTS—Lubbock, Texas; Denver to
San Francisco on Amtrak; Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta; When OK was Young (Ok-
lahoma City, Kingfisher and Sod House)

South Dakota: London; Chicago’s Archi-
tecture with JW Marriott and Chicago 
Architecture Foundation; Rapid City;
Palisades State Park (near Sioux Falls)

MAR/APR
CLOSING DATE: JAN. 4, 2012

MATERIALS DUE BY: JAN. 11, 2012

Indiana: Italy with Insight Vacations; The
Birding Trail (main focus on Texas);
Anna Maria Island, Fla.; Closer Look:
Boston’s Fenway Park; In the City: 
Toronto

Minneapolis: Italy with Insight Vacations;
The Birding Trail (main focus on Texas);
Anna Maria Island, Fla.; Closer Look:
Boston’s Fenway Park; AAA Traveler:
Milwaukee Versus Madison 

Ohio/Columbus: Italy with Insight Vaca-
tions; AAA Celebrity Travel Series; Closer
Look: Sawmill Creek and the Lake Erie
Island Region; Lobstering Maine; Fea-
ture TBD; Traveling with Parents Results

Oklahoma: Italy with Insight Vacations;
The Birding Trail (main focus on Texas);
Anna Maria Island, Fla.; Closer Look:
Boston’s Fenway Park; CBTS—Norman,
Okla.; South Padre Island; Route 66
from Joplin, Mo., north; OK: Saddle Up
(Tiger Mountain Ranch, Roman Nose,
Beavers Bend, Meadowlake Ranch);
Central Oklahoma Water Gardens

South Dakota: Italy with Insight Vaca-
tions; Anna Maria Island, Fla.; In the
City: Toronto; Enchanted Highway (N.D.
CR 2117 & 4531 from Regent north to
I-94); Harney Peak (Black Hills)

MAY/JUNE
CLOSING DATE: FEB. 24, 2012

MATERIALS DUE BY: MARCH 2, 2012

2012 editorial calendar

Indiana: Cruising Alaska with Disney; 
St. Augustine, Fla.; Historical Portugal;
Outdoor Fun in Fiji; Closer Look: Ari-
zona’s Lost Dutchman Mine

Minneapolis: Cruising Alaska with Disney;
St. Augustine, Fla.; Historical Portugal;
Closer Look: Arizona’s Lost Dutchman
Mine; AAA Traveler: Minneapolis Theater
Scene

Ohio/Columbus: Cruising Alaska with Dis-
ney; Outdoor Fun in Fiji; AAA Celebrity
Travel Series; Ohio Quick Trip: 10 Valen-
tine’s Day Getaways; Art of Solstice Class
Cruising with Celebrity

Oklahoma: Cruising Alaska with Disney;
Outdoor Fun in Fiji; Closer Look: Ari-
zona’s Lost Dutchman Mine; Cities of
the Big XII South series (CBTS)—Austin;
Ennis, Fredericksburg and Graham,
Texas; Claremore, Okla.

South Dakota: Cruising Alaska with Dis-
ney; Historical Portugal; Minnesota
North Shore—Duluth to Grand Portage;
Archery Assn. HQ (Yankton)

JAN/FEB
CLOSING DATE: OCT. 28, 2011

MATERIALS DUE BY: NOV. 4, 2011



Stories subject to change without notice.

Indiana: Journey Through Hallowed
Ground—Gettysburg to Monticello;
Ohio’s Amish Cheese-and-Wine Trail;
Eastern Canada with Brendan Vacations;
Central & Eastern Europe with AAA
Member Choice/Collette Vacations (fo-
cus on Germany); Pleasant Holidays at
Disney’s Aulani Resort on Oahu, Hawaii

Minneapolis: Journey Through Hallowed
Ground—Gettysburg to Monticello;
Ohio’s Amish Cheese-and-Wine Trail;
Eastern Canada with Brendan Vacations;
Central & Eastern Europe with AAA
Member Choice/Collette Vacations (fo-
cus on Germany); Pleasant Holidays at
Disney’s Aulani Resort on Oahu, Hawaii;

Ohio /Columbus: Pleasant Holidays at
Disney’s Aulani Resort on Oahu, Hawaii;
Eastern Canada with Brendan Vacations;
AAA Celebrity Travel Series; Gervasi and
Beyond: Northeast Ohio’s Wineries and
Culinary Finds

Oklahoma: Journey Through Hallowed
Ground—Gettysburg to Monticello;
Ohio’s Amish Cheese-and-Wine Trail;
Central & Eastern Europe with AAA
Member Choice/Collette Vacations (focus
on Germany); Pleasant Holidays at Dis-
ney’s Aulani Resort on Oahu, Hawaii;
CBTS—College Station, Texas; Louisiana
Bicentennial; Oklahoma Burgers

South Dakota: Journey Through Hallowed
Ground—Gettysburg to Monticello; East-
ern Canada with Brendan Vacations;
South Dakota’s Interstate 29 Cultural
Corridor (Vermillion to Sisseton)

JULY/AUG
CLOSING DATE: APRIL 27, 2012

MATERIALS DUE BY: MAY 4, 2012

Indiana: Cruising New Zealand with
Princess; Western Caribbean on Carnival
Magic; Closer Look: Maui, Hawaii’s,
Whale-watching Festival; Fall for Foliage
in Portland, Maine; Cruising for Fall Col-
or in Southwest Utah

Minneapolis: Cruising New Zealand with
Princess; Western Caribbean on Carnival
Magic; Closer Look: Maui, Hawaii’s,
Whale-watching Festival; Fall for Foliage
in Portland, Maine; AAA Traveler: Eating
a Path Across Arrowwood County

Ohio/Columbus: Cruising New Zea land
with Princess; Ohio’s Amish Cheese-
and-Wine Trail; Fall for the Blue Ridge
Parkway; Cruising Portland, Maine, and
Beyond: Views of Coastal Autumn

Oklahoma: Cruising New Zealand with
Princess; Western Caribbean on Carnival
Magic; Cruising for Fall Color in South-
west Utah; CBTS – Stillwater, Okla.; 
North Texas History; Myriad Gardens re-
opening in downtown Oklahoma City

South Dakota: Cruising New Zealand with
Princess; Closer Look: Maui, Hawaii’s,
Whale-watching Festival; Cruising for Fall
Color in Southwest Utah; South Dakota
Political Places (Hubert Humphrey—
Huron, SD; George McGovern—Mitchel
museum)

SEPT/OCT
CLOSING DATE: JUNE 29, 2012

MATERIALS DUE BY: JULY 9, 2012

Indiana: Reader’s Pick Favorite Island
(focus on Roatan, Honduras); Christmas-
time in Vegas; Cruising the Galapagos
with Disney; Belgium & the Netherlands
with Uniworld; In the City: New Orleans

Minneapolis: Reader’s Pick Favorite 
Island (focus on Roatan, Honduras);
Christmastime in Vegas; Cruising the
Galapagos with Disney; In the City: New
Orleans; AAA Traveler: Getaway in Great
Exuma, Bahamas

Ohio/Columbus: Great Inns for the Holi-
days; In the City: New Orleans; AAA
Celebrity Travel Series; New York Holiday
Shopping 

Oklahoma: Reader’s Pick Favorite Island
(focus on Roatan, Honduras); Belgium &
the Netherlands with Uniworld; In the
City: New Orleans; Racing (Texas Motor
Speedway, new Austin racetrack); 
Dueling Chihulys (Oklahoma City’s ver-
sus Indianapolis’ glass sculptures); Okla-
homa Holiday Dance (Nutcracker and
other public performances)

South Dakota: Reader’s Pick Favorite 
Island (focus on Roatan, Honduras);
Christmastime in Vegas; South Dakota
Bed-and-Breakfasts (east—Springfield;
central—Herrick Elevator B&B; west-
ern—Custer Mansion B&B)

NOV/DEC
CLOSING DATE: AUG. 27, 2012

MATERIALS DUE BY: SEPT. 4, 2012



HEAD FOR THE WEB

Much more than a reproduction of the magazine,

HomeAndAwayMagazine.com contains content that

not only complements our print component but also

stands on its own. From blogs to columns to full fea-

tures, we publish a wide range of online information

to give visitors more to enjoy. Whether you’re turning

pages or surfing the Web, look to Home & Away.

NORTH AMERICAN 
TRAVEL JOURNALISTS 
ASSOCIATION  AWARDS
Category 105: Travel Series – Magazine
Silver: William Purpura, AAA Celebrity Travel Series,

Home & Away Magazine, AAA Ohio
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Home & Away
Magazine is
AWARD WINNING.
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